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MODULAR RAILROADING CERTIFICATE

AS A GENERAL OVERVIEW:

THIS IS THE NEWEST CERTIFICATE IN MANY YEARS. IT ACKNOWLEDGES THE 
GROWTH OF MODULE RAILROADING AS AN EXPRESSION OF MODEL 
RAILROADING. IT COVERS ALL MODULE STANDARDS (T-TRAK, FREE-MO, N-TRAK, 
ETC.). IT ALSO COVERS ALL SCALES. THE IMPORTANT THINGS ARE 
CONFORMANCE TO A STANDARD, QUALITY OF WORK, AND PUBLIC DISPLAY OF 
THE MODULES.



1. CONSTRUCT:

COMPLETE A MINIMUM OF THREE 
OPERABLE MODULES CONFORMING TO 
AN ESTABLISHED STANDARD



2. MINIMUM SIZE:

THERE IS A MINIMUM (TOTAL) SIZE REQUIREMENT BASED ON SCALE –
44 SQFT O SCALE
32 SQFT S SCALE

24 SQFT HO SCALE = 8 SINGLES
12 SQFT N SCALE = 12 SINGLES

9 SQFT Z SCALE
5 SQFT T SCALE



3. MUST INCLUDE ON EACH:

EACH MODULE MUST INCLUDE –

A. ELECTRICAL AND PHYSICAL COMPLIANCE TO THE APPROPRIATE STANDARD

B. OPERATIONAL TRACKWORK



3. MUST INCLUDE ON EACH:

EACH MODULE MUST INCLUDE –

C. RELIABLE MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL OPERATION

D. COMPLETED SCENERY AND, IF APPROPRIATE, BACK DROP



4. DISPLAY:

ALL MODULES MUST BE DISPLAYED AND SUCCESSFULLY OPERATED AT A 
MINIMUM OF THREE SEPARATE PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS OR NMRA SANCTIONED 

EVENTS



5. MERIT REQUIREMENTS:

A. 25 POINTS MAX – CONSTRUCTION – QUALITY OF FRAMING, RIGIDITY, 
SURFACE PREP OF THE BASIC STRUCTURE, DURABILITY FOR TRANSPORT, 

OVERALL QUALITY OF WORKMANSHIP

B. 30 POINTS MAX – TRACKWORK, STANDARDS COMPLIANCE & OPERATION – 
TRACK ALIGNMENT & GEOMETRY, TURNOUT (IF PRESENT) PERFORMANCE, 

INTERFACE COMPLIANCE, SMOOTHNESS OF OPERATION, USE OF FLEX OR HAND 
LAID TRACK BEYOND REQUIRED INTERFACES

EACH INDIVIDUAL MODULE MUST EARN 87.5 OUT OF 125 EVALUATION POINTS BASED ON 
THE EVALUATION MATRIX. EACH MODULE IS CONSIDERED AS A STAND ALONE EFFORT.
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5. MERIT REQUIREMENTS:

C. 20 POINTS MAX – ELECTRICAL & CONTROL – POWER DISTRIBUTION, GOOD 
WIRING PRACTICE, CONFORMING CONNECTORS, STRAIN RELIEF, AUXILIARY 
LIGHTING / ANIMATION (ELECTRICAL PART), SENSORS & CONTROL LOGIC, 

SOUND, RELIABILITY

D. 20 POINTS MAX – SCENERY – REALISTIC TERRAIN INTEGRATION, SHAPING, 
DRAINAGE, SLOPES, LANDFORMS, BALLAST, GROUND COVER, VEGETATION, 

EFFECTIVE TREATMENT OF SEAMS ACROSS MULTIPLE THEMED MODULES



5. MERIT REQUIREMENTS:

E. 20 POINTS MAX – STRUCTURES, DETAIL & ANIMATION – QUALITY OF 
STRUCTURES, PLACEMENT, DURABILITY, AND INTEGRATION INTO THE SCENERY. 

ANIMATION INCLUDES BUT NOT LIMITED TO MOTION, LIGHTS, SMOKE 
(INTENTIONAL), MOVING VEHICLES/EQUIPMENT, APPROPRIATE SOUND FOR THE 

SCENE. SCRATCH BUILT, KIT BASHED, AND MODIFIED ELEMENTS (NOT JUST 
RIGHT OUT OF A BOX) RECEIVE HIGHER CONSIDERATION.

F. 10 POINTS MAX – DOCUMENTATION & PUBLIC READINESS – PROFESSIONAL 
PRESENTATION, CLARITY OF DOCUMENTATION, LABELING OF ITEMS AS 

NEEDED, EVIDENCE OF SUCCESSFUL PUBLIC EXHIBITION AND OPERATION



6. SOQ
MUST INCLUDE-

WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF DESIGN INTENT, CONSTRUCTION METHODS, AND 
OPERATIONAL PURPOSE
COPY OF THE APPLICABLE STANDARD (AS AN ATTACHMENT IF SUBMITTING DIGITALLY)
WIRING DIAGRAM OF EACH MODULE
MINIMUM OF 5 PHOTOS OF EACH MODULE
VERIFICATION OF PUBLIC EXHIBITION (RECORD & VALIDATION FORM)
EVALUATION FORM SIGNED BY THREE QUALIFIED AP EVALUATORS



MODULE STANDARDS
NMRA – HTTPS://WWW.NMRA.ORG/INTRODUCTION-LAYOUT-MODULES 
T-TRAK – HTTPS://NTRAK.ORG/T-TRAK-STANDARDS 
T-1-TRAK - 
HTTPS://T-TRAKCINCY.COM/TTRAK.100000000/TTRAK.100000000.HTM?AAO 
N-TRAK – HTTPS://NTRAK.ORG/NTRAK 
FREE-MO HO – HTTPS://FREE-MO.ORG/STANDARD/ 
FREE-MO N – HTTPS://NTRAK.ORG/FREE-MON 
NCAT - HTTPS://NTRAK.ORG/NCAT 
BEND-TRAK - HTTP://BENDTRACK.COM/ 
ONE-TRAK - HTTPS://NTRAK.ORG/ONETRAK 
S-MOD - HTTPS://WWW.NASG.ORG/HOWTO/SMOD/INDEX.PHP 

https://www.nmra.org/introduction-layout-modules
https://ntrak.org/T-TRAK-Standards
https://t-trakcincy.com/TTrak.100000000/TTrak.100000000.htm?AAO
https://ntrak.org/NTRAK
https://free-mo.org/standard/
https://ntrak.org/Free-moN
https://ntrak.org/NCat
http://bendtrack.com/
https://ntrak.org/oNeTRAK
https://www.nasg.org/HowTo/SMOD/index.php


SOQ



RECORD & VALIDATION FORM



EVALUATION FORM



NMRA WEB SITE



NMRA WEB SITE



NMRA WEB SITE



NMRA WEB SITE



HAPPY RAILROADING!
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